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CHAPTER IV.

THE MORAL NORMS.

I.   THE GENERAL SIGNIFICANCE AND  CLASSIFICATION OF
MORAL NORMS.

(a) Fundamental and Derivative Norms.

THE conception of a norm may be understood in a
narrower and in a wider sense. In the latter instance,
where it includes laws, rules and axioms, as well as norms in
the stricter significance of the term, it means any principle
which we make a postulate with reference to a given realm
of facts. In its narrower sense, on the other hand, which
is also its original sense, a norm is a precept of will. It
designates which one of various possible kinds of action
ought to be preferred. Now there are two sorts of voluntary
activity which may be subjected to norms of this nature:
theoretical activity, the activity of thought; and practical
or moral activity. Accordingly logic and ethics are the
true normative sciences, and of these it is to ethics that the
concept of a norm belongs in its original form, namely, that
of a pure rule of will, which opposes an ' ought * to an * is/1

If we take the conception of a norm in this general ethical

significance,  it  further   becomes  necessary to   distinguish

fundamental and derivative norms; the former being moral

requirements that cannot be derived from any more general

principles, and the latter such special precepts as result from

the application of the fundamental norms to particular cases

1 Cf, on this point the Introduction, pp. 7 ffi,
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